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BUCKINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL
APPLICATION FOR PURCHASE OF EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS OF BURIAL (EROB)
Please read the Council’s Cemetery Handbook before applying. It is available from the Council office or www.buckingham-tc.gov.uk. Send the completed application and all fees due to Buckingham Town Council, The Buckingham Centre, Verney Close, Buckingham, MK18 1JP. Tel: 01280 816801 Cheques payable to Buckingham Town Council.
	Applicant(s) full name(s)
	 


	Address
	




	I/We wish to purchase the Exclusive Right of Burial at (tick one)
	☐ Brackley Road Cemetery     ☐ Tingewick Road Cemetery

	Grave number
	

	Section
	

	Plot type (tick one)
	☐ Traditional burial plot      ☐ Lawn plot
☐ Enclosed family plot       ☐ Children’s plot
☐ Muslim burial section     ☐ Ashes plot

	Name and full address of person to whom the deed is to be issued
	





	Contact telephone
	 


	Contact email
	 




Important: The Council will notify you of the grave number and section. Please contact the Council on 01280 816801 with any special requests.

What the Exclusive Right of Burial means
The Exclusive Right of Burial (EROB) does not give ownership of the land; the cemetery land remains the property of Buckingham Town Council. Subject to Council regulations and applicable requirements, the registered deed holder may authorise burials, apply for approved memorials or additional inscriptions, and apply to transfer or assign the EROB where appropriate. Only the registered deed holder, or someone properly authorised by them, may exercise these rights. The Council may require supporting documents before any action can proceed.


1. General use of the grave
The grave must be used in accordance with the EROB, the Council’s Cemetery Handbook and Regulations, the requirements for the plot type and any written permission issued by the Council.
I agree that I will not:
Arrange a burial or interment without first contacting the Council and completing the required paperwork.
Use the grave for a purpose not permitted by the Council.
Install, alter or add a memorial, vase, kerb-set, tablet, inscription or other permanent item without prior written Council approval.
Place items outside the permitted grave boundaries, or items that are unsafe, excessive, offensive, inappropriate or interfere with maintenance.
Plant or carry out works where these are not permitted for the plot type.
Damage, interfere with or encroach on neighbouring graves, memorials or Council property.
Use pesticides or insecticides within the cemetery, or carry out work personally or arrange for contractors/memorial masons to work on the grave without the required Council approval.

2. Memorials, flowers and personal tributes
Written Council approval is required before installing, altering or adding any memorial. This includes headstones, additional inscriptions, vases, kerb sets, tablets, additional memorials and other permanent structures or items over 50 cm high. Work must meet Council requirements; where required, only appropriately registered memorial masons may work in the cemetery.
The deed holder is responsible for keeping approved memorials and permitted items on the grave safe and in suitable condition.
Flowers, plants and tributes must be suitable for the plot type, remain within the permitted area and not interfere with maintenance or neighbouring graves. Planting is only allowed where authorised.
Use suitable, non-breakable vases and containers.
The Council may remove items that are unsafe, inappropriate, excessive, offensive or obstruct maintenance. Wilted floral tributes may be removed and recycled during routine maintenance.
The Council is not responsible for the security of memorials, plants, flowers or other items placed on individual graves.

3. Grave maintenance
The Council maintains communal areas, paths and grass cutting, subject to its maintenance arrangements. The deed holder is responsible for approved memorials and permitted items on the individual grave.
I will not re-level or alter the grave after an interment, excavate or undertake other ground works, alter grave boundaries, or carry out work that could affect the safety of the grave, memorial or surrounding area. I will report concerns about the grave or memorial to the Council.


4. Requirements for different plot types
Different plot types have different requirements. The following rules apply in addition to the general cemetery rules above.

	TRADITIONAL BURIAL PLOTS
May allow greater flexibility for approved memorials, planting and decorative features.
Planting and decorations must remain within the permitted plot boundaries.
Kerb sets are permitted only where specifically designated and approved by the Council.
The deed holder is responsible for upkeep of approved kerb sets, planting and decorative features.
Written Council approval is required before installing or altering memorials or permanent features.
	LAWN PLOTS
Must remain level with the surrounding turf; kerb sets are not permitted.
Only approved memorials placed at ground level within the concrete rafter are permitted.
Planting, mounds, raised features, ornaments, statues and decorations outside the permitted memorial area are not permitted.
The Council may remove unauthorised items.



	ENCLOSED FAMILY PLOTS
Designated for multiple interments.
The Council maintains the surrounding yew hedging; the surrounding ground is maintained as gravel.
Headstones, small planting and personal items may be permitted subject to Council approval.
Permitted items must remain in the appropriate area and must not interfere with maintenance or neighbouring plots.
	CHILDREN’S PLOTS
Reserved for the burial of children aged 18 and under.
Flowers, small plants and personal tributes such as toys, artwork or soft tributes may be permitted.
Items must remain within the plot; they must not be suspended from cemetery trees or hedging.
Items must not obstruct maintenance or encroach on adjacent plots. The Council may require inappropriate, unsafe or excessive items to be removed.



	MUSLIM BURIAL SECTION
Managed to accommodate Islamic burial practices; plots are orientated towards the Qibla.
Memorials, planting, ornaments, fencing, kerb sets and other decorative items must comply with Council regulations.
Written Council approval is required where applicable. Discuss religious or cultural requirements with the Council in advance.
	ASHES PLOTS
For interment of cremated remains in the Garden of Rest at Brackley Road Cemetery.
Maximum plot size: 46 cm × 46 cm.
In Garden of Rest 2 and 3, the limit is one ashes interment per plot.
Memorial maximum: 46 cm × 30 cm including the base, laid flat and level with the ground, with a maximum height of 4 inches.





5. Future burials and interments
Holding an EROB does not mean a future burial can take place without prior arrangements with the Council. Before any future burial or interment:
Contact the Council.
The registered EROB holder must provide the required authority where applicable.
Submit the Notice of Interment and supporting documents.
Pay any applicable fees.
Obtain Council confirmation before finalising arrangements.
The Council will determine whether the grave is suitable and available for reopening, taking account of cemetery records, regulations, grave depth and operational requirements.

6. Changes to the deed
Notify Buckingham Town Council if your contact details change.
The EROB may need to be formally transferred or assigned following a change in ownership, including after the registered deed holder’s death.
A family member does not automatically have authority to use the grave simply because they are related to the deceased or deed holder.

7. Declaration by deed holder
I confirm that I have read and understood this agreement and the requirements for the plot type identified in this application. I agree to comply with the Council’s Cemetery Handbook, Cemetery Regulations and any specific written requirements or permissions issued by Buckingham Town Council.
I understand that the EROB grants rights relating to use of the grave but not ownership of the cemetery land. The Council may require unauthorised, unsafe or inappropriate items to be removed and may take reasonable action to protect the safety, appearance, maintenance and dignity of the cemetery. This agreement does not replace the EROB or statutory requirements. The Council may update its cemetery regulations and procedures from time to time.
	Deed holder name:
	


	Signature of applicant:
	


	Date:
	



For office use only
	Purchase plot fee:
	
	Authorised:
	

	Additional fees:
	
	Date:
	

	Other:
	
	Total:
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