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PL/07/21
Minutes of the PLANNING COMMITTEE meeting held on Monday 11th October 2019 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, Town Council Offices, Cornwalls Meadow, Buckingham
Present: 
   Cllr. M. Cole JP

 (Chairman)

Cllr. F. Davies


Cllr. J. Harvey


Cllr. Gateley 

(Town Mayor)



Cllr. A. Mahi 

Cllr. A. Ralph

(Vice Chairman)

Cllr. R. Stuchbury 

Cllr. M. Try
           Also present:
Mrs. C. Cumming

(co-opted member) 


Mrs. N. Stockill

(Committee Clerk)

For the Town Clerk:
Mrs. K. McElligott 

No members of the public attended and so there was no public session 

394/21
Apologies for Absence
Members accepted the apology from Cllr. O’Donoghue. 

395/21
Declarations of Interest
Cllr. Stuchbury abstained from voting on all planning applications as a Member of Buckinghamshire 
Council’s North Bucks Area Planning Committee.  

396/21
Minutes
Members received and AGREED the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Monday 13th September 2021 to be put before the Full Council meeting to be held on 22nd November 2021
397/21
Buckingham Neighbourhood Plan/Vale of Aylesbury Plan
397.1/21
Members received and noted minutes of the NP Working Group meeting held on 14th September 2021. The Town Planning Officer Clerk explained that Council would need to build a case for defending its rate of affordable housing to future developers looking to build in the Parish. Cllr. Harvey recalled that the Working Group had agreed to review the design codes to see if they could be used to create guidelines for carbon neutral buildings. 
398/21
Action Reports

398.1/21 
Street lighting and 30mph speed limits, Tingewick Road (298.2/21)– Cllr. Harvey reported that Buckinghamshire Council were launching a public consultation in relation to lowering the speed limit on the Tingewick Road to 30mph. The section concerned within the consultation is currently subject to a 50mph speed limit and extends from the entrance to the Tingewick Road Industrial Estate and travels approx. 730m west towards the roundabout with the A421.  Cllr. Harvey expressed concern that a 30mph limit on all arms of the Tingewick Road roundabout would be out of kilter with the speed limit along the rest of the A421 Buckingham bypass. 

Proposed by Cllr. Harvey that the Planning Committee responds to the consultation asking for a 40mph limit to be considered for the length of the Buckingham bypass from the Radclive roundabout to the Page Hill roundabout, including the proposed 30 mph section of Tingewick Road. Cllr. Cole confirmed that the Highway consultation would be discussed and a response agreed at the next meeting of Planning Committee. 
Members AGREED to publicise the consultation on the Town Council’s social media pages. 



ACTION PLANNING & COMMUNICATIONS CLERKS
Cllr. Gateley said that after the recent coverage of crime against women, having no street illumination along a busy footpath into town puts women and men in danger and make a walk into town, during the winter months, something residents avoid. The Mayor stressed the environmental benefits of improving the walking network across Buckingham to reduce residents’ dependency on private transport.
Members AGREED the following press releases:

· The Tingewick Road 30mph consultation with comments from Cllr. Cole

· Street Lights on the Tingewick Road with comments from the Town Mayor 







              
ACTION PLANNING CLERK
398.2/21 Committee received and discussed the response from the Cabinet Member on s106 consultation and AGREED for the Planning Clerk to reply to Cllr. Williams asking for a more detailed response to the questions posed within the Town Clerk’s letter dated 22nd July 2021. 







ACTION PLANNING CLERK

399/21
Planning Applications
For Member’s information the next scheduled Buckinghamshire Council – North Buckinghamshire Planning Area Committee meetings are on Wednesdays 27th October and 11th November 2021 at 2.30pm. Strategic Sites Committee meetings are on 21st October and 18th November at 2pm.
Members considered a response to planning applications received from Buckinghamshire Council and whether to request a call-in. Additional information provided by the Clerk
21/03630/APP








NO OBJECTIONS
20 Greenway Walk

Householder application for erection of side porch

21/03681/APP








NO OBJECTIONS
40 March Edge

Householder application for replacement single storey rear 
conservatory
The following two applications were considered together:

21/03699/AAD & 21/03701/ALB  



NO OBJECTIONS (but see comment)

15 Market Square

Display of non-illuminated fascia sign fronting Market Square (retrospective)

Members noted that a strip light had been installed during the renovations so that the description should have read ‘with exterior lighting’ not ‘non-illuminated’ (see attached illustrations).

Members discussed penalty charging for retrospective applications to cover the extra costs involved. Cllr. Harvey proposed, seconded by Cllr. Ralph and supported by the Buckingham Society, that a letter be sent to the MP suggesting that the law be amended to allow an augmented fee scale for retrospective applications, whether or not they had involved Enforcement officer time.

For: Cllrs. Cole, Davies, Gateley, Harvey, Mahi, Ralph and Try

Against: none

Abstention: Cllr. Stuchbury 

21/03801/APP








NO OBJECTIONS


23 Market Hill
Change of use of financial services (section E) to a nail shop (sui generis)

Members assumed the proposed venting would be into the internal well and not into the public domain. The lack of any plan for refuse disposal was noted. A separate signage application was awaited.

. 
The following two applications were considered together:

21/03808/APP & 21/03809/ALB
  NO OBJECTIONS subject to the Heritage Officer’s satisfaction
Rose Cottage, Bourton Road
Householder application & Listed Building application for single storey extension to North East and South East elevations, alterations to South East gabled façade, new timber windows, 2№ rooflights and interior renovation
21/03819/APP








OPPOSE





37 Well Street

Householder application for single storey and two storey rear extension and insertion of pedestrian gate within boundary wall

Concern was expressed at the proposed position of the new gate, which appeared to require the removal of a well-grown holly bush; there was a gap in visible vegetation further down the wall between the lamp post and the telegraph pole which could be utilised. There were also objections to breaking the line of the wall with the piers and tall gate which would affect the setting of the Listed Buildings opposite and the framing of views of the Church. 

Members might be minded to withdraw their opposition if the gate was made less obtrusive and re-sited to allow the retention of the holly. 

Not for consultation
21/03602/ACL








NO OBJECTIONS
6 Portfield Way

Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed single storey rear extension and garage conversion
21/03626/ACL








COMMENT DEFERRED 
15 Bernardines Way

Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed Loft conversion with dormer extension to rear roofslope and rooflights to front roofslope. 

Members queried the use of an ACL application for a site with PDR removed, whose content was essentially (according to the drawings; the description above differs) a Variation of the approved 17/04202/APP.

Even if the description is corrected to show the dormers as being on the front roofslope, there is still inadequate parking for a four-bedroom house, as we noted in 2017.

21/03794/HPDE







COMMENT DEFERRED


3a Lenborough Road

The erection of a single storey rear extension, which would extend beyond the rear wall of the original house by 6m for which the maximum height would be 3.55m and for which the height of the eaves would be 2.35m
Members noted the Officer’s response to the question of why the time-expired fast-track HPDE application was still in use, and found it inadequate (“A HPDE application is a time expired scheme and if it is not determined or an extension of time agreed by the determination date then the applicant can go forward with the development. The above application is not due for determination until 3rd November 2021 and will be evaluated prior to this date.” which does not address the question of why an application validated in September 2021 is using this suffix. Concern was also expressed at whether the scheme would cover an extension to a previous extension, even if the combined depth met the guideline 6m maximum.
Tree applications circulated separately and responses sent before the meeting based on consultation replies

21/03652/ATC








OPPOSE
1 Church Street

Fell five conifer trees.
Opposition based on amenity value of the trees and lack of a reason to fell.

21/03670/ATP








NO OBJECTIONS
144 Moreton Road

T1 English Oak - Works: Prune lowest limbs to give around 4.5m clearance over path and road and remove dead wood. Reason: In the interest of sound management and to avoid conflicts with highway. 
T2 Sycamore - Works: Prune lower limbs to give around 4.5m clearance from ground to avoid encroaching highway and street lights and remove dead wood. Reason: In the interest of sound management, to avoid conflicts with highway and street lamp and to promote apical dominance. 

21/03871/ATC 







NO OBJECTIONS
Stowe Avenue [adjacent to rear boundaries of 31-45 Grenville Road]
G1 - 5 No. Beech; Crown lift to a height of 3.5 metres. Reduce laterally on house side to viable growth points as close to the edge of the footpath as the growth points will allow. 

The system map showed the trees at the National Trust Visitor Centre in Stowe Gardens which differed from the diagram submitted with the application; the mapping error had been notified to Trees. 
 
400/21
Planning Decisions
400.1/21 Members received and noted details of planning decisions made by Buckinghamshire Council.
Approved







	Application
	Site address
	Proposal
	BTC response

	21/00744/APP
	42 Mallard Drive
	First floor front extension
	No objections


Refused

	Application
	Site address
	Proposal
	BTC response

	21/00827/APP
	31 Bourtonville
	Part single, part 2-st rear extension
	Oppose

	21/01263/APP
	28 Border Lane
	Retention of fencing and change of use of land (retrospective)
	No objections (+ comments)

	21/02518/APP
	Home Appliances

Market Hill
	Part ch/use from B8/B1 to provide shop unit and 10 flats
	Oppose & call-in (see note)

	21/02882/APP
	9 Botolph Mews
	Single storey rear extension
	No objections


Withdrawn

	Application
	Site address
	Proposal
	BTC response

	21/02710/APP
	61 Moreton Rd
	Variation of approved drawings of 19/00735/APP
	Oppose & call-in 


Not for consultation

Approved

	Application
	Site address
	Proposal
	BTC response

	 21/02539/ATP
	Land to rear 25 Pitchford Avenue
	Remove damaged limb, deadwood and ivy
	No objections

	21/03115/ATC
	7 Chandos Road
	Fell 1 Larch
	No objections

	21/03116/ATP
	1 Manor Park
	Crown reduction of two Limes
	No objections

	21/03123/ATC
	1 School Lane
	Fell 1 ash; remove willow branch over river
	No objections

	21/03162/ATC
	Brooks Court
	Crown raise 1 acacia over seating area
	No objections

	21/03259/ATP
	Buckingham Primary School [mainly Maids Moreton Ave]
	Maintenance work to various trees
	No objections


400.2/21
Members noted the following Appeal decisions:

20/01333/APP
Verney Close Surgery, MK18 1JP

Outline permission for demolition of existing development and erection of 1 residential building comprising 6 flats, off street parking, bin storage and bicycle storage
Swan Practice

An appeal on the grounds of non-determination has been dismissed and the application refused.

20/01332/APP
Buckingham Primary Care Centre Surgery, MK18 1NU

Outline planning permission for demolition of existing development and erection of up to 8 dwellings
Swan Practice
An appeal on the grounds of non-determination has been dismissed and the application refused.
400.3/21
Members received notice of a new appeal, lodged on grounds of Non-Determination for: 

20/02511/APP
Garage Site, Pightle Crescent

Demolition of the existing 20 garages and the erection of 8 x two-storey apartments of the following configuration: 4x1-bed apartments, 2x2-bed apartments, 2x3-bed apartments. Each apartment would have undercroft parking giving a total of 14 spaces, including 2 visitor parking bays. 5 separate spaces would also be provided just to the east of the dwellings. The existing 12 spaces would be retained at Pightle Crescent, which makes 31 parking spaces in total for the development. A 
secure communal bin storage area is also proposed, sized for the proposed development from discussions with the Council's Waste Services Coordinator.




VAHT
Members agreed that their existing responses were adequate and no additional matters need be brought to the Inspectorate’s attention. 
401/21
Buckinghamshire Council Matters
401.1/21
To receive news of Buckinghamshire Council new documents and other information from Buckinghamshire Council Members present.
Cllr. Stuchbury reported on written questions submitted to the Cabinet meeting of Buckinghamshire Council on 28th September 2021. 

401.2/21 Members received a written response from the Cabinet Member to a question from Cllr. Stuchbury about the archaeological remains found at West End Farm. 
Proposed by Cllr. Harvey, seconded by Cllr. Stuchbury and AGREED for the Planning Clerk to advise English Heritage of the archaeological remains and ask for their comments on how the case should be further explored. 


ACTION PLANNING CLERK

Members AGREED to issue a press release on the subject with comments from the Buckingham Society and Town Mayor. 



ACTION PLANNING CLERK
402/21
OPPOSE & ATTEND/CALL-IN 
Members received and noted the updated list of applications. 






403/21
Buckinghamshire Council Committee meetings
403.1/21
N. Bucks Area Planning Committee (29th September 2021) 
No Buckingham applications
403.2/21
Strategic Sites Committee 

(23rd September 2021) Cancelled
Cllr. Stuchbury drew Members’ attention to planning application 20/03822/APP for a new building within the historic Pyramid Wood at Stowe School, which was considered by Buckinghamshire Council’s North Area Planning Committee on the 29th September 2021, The officer’s recommendation of Refusal had been overturned by the Committee.
Mrs Cumming reported that the Strategic Sites Committee meeting of the 21st October 2021 had also been cancelled.  
404/21
Consultation forwarded from Full Council 4/10/21
404.1/21 Members received and noted an item of correspondence on the Oxford – Cambridge Arc from a Mr. D. Rogers of the Stop the Arc campaign.

404.2/21 Members discussed a response to the following:
(Min) 384/21  Creating a Vision for the Oxford-Cambridge Arc
Members received and discussed a consultation from the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities. The link to this consultation can be found here: https://www.buckingham-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Agenda-10-Oxford-Cambridge-Arc-consultation-for-hyperlinking.pdf
Proposed by Cllr. Stuchbury, seconded by Cllr. Cole and unanimously AGREED for the Planning Clerk to write to the Minister, outlining Members concerns as follows:

· The Oxford-Cambridge Arc plans could supersede Highways elements from within the emerging Buckinghamshire Local Plan. 

· The one million new homes aspiration will need infrastructure: schools, clinics, hospitals, water and electricity supplies, waste and sewage disposal etc. Councillors are not satisfied that the outline plans set out where essential infrastructure which will support the new homes will be needed, as well as where there will be new employment sites. 

· The Government’s Planning White Paper suggests significant reforms in the planning system and would suggest that, moving forward, Town and Parish Councils will have little sway where developments will be located.

· Building one million new homes will require huge swathes of land and the necessary infrastructure support (roads, school, medical centres etc.) will require even more. The significant environmental concerns with the plan relating to swaths of countryside being turned into another city, is of serious concern to the Town Council    
Members AGREED for the Planning Clerk to respond to the consultation on behalf of Buckingham Town Council. Mrs Cumming said the Buckingham Society and MM parish Council had already responded. 




ACTION PLANNING CLERK
405/21
Enforcement
1 Manor Street – plastic door on listed building. Clerk’s note – this has already been reported – case file 20/00124/CON3 
Members AGREED to support the Lace Hill Residents Association’s objection to work starting on the balancing lakes before the planning application has been determined.  
ACTION PLANNING CLERK
406/21
Applications to fell trees







Noted 
407/21
S106 Quarterly update
Mr Rowley reports no change from the June update





408/21
Matters to report
Members to report any damaged, superfluous and redundant signage in the town, access issues or any other urgent matter.
Members AGREED for the Planning Clerk to investigate the following reports and feedback to Committee:

· Town Council Summer events notices in Chandos Park near the bridge.
· Proliferation of broken Buckinghamshire Council’s social distancing posters 
· Yellow trailers advising driver of road safety messages Why have TfB chosen to fund these trailers, how many are there and a what cost?
· Estate agent signs on Page Hill estate, advertising rental properties 
ACTION PLANNING CLERK
409/21
Chairman’s items for information

410/21
Date of the next meeting: Monday 1st November 2021 following the Interim Council meeting 

Meeting closed at 21.04.

Chair
Date
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Initial ………
Planning Minutes (11.10.2021)
 RATIFIED
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PUBLIC SECTOR EQUALITY DUTY 2010/CRIME AND DISORDER ACT, 1988:  the decisions made during the course of the meeting were duly considered and it was decided that there were no resulting direct or indirect implications in respect of crime and disorder, or equalities considerations, other than those stated in the minutes.



Initial…..

