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PL/02/20
Minutes of the PLANNING COMMITTEE meeting held on Monday 1st June 2020 at 7.10pm following an Extra Ordinary meeting of the Full Council of Buckingham Town Council online via Zoom.
Present: 


Cllr. M. Cole

 (Vice Chairman)


Cllr. G. Collins

Town Mayor

Cllr. J. Harvey


Cllr. P. Hirons 



Cllr. A. Mahi 

Cllr. Mrs. L. O’Donoghue
(Chair)

Cllr. A. Ralph


Cllr. R. Stuchbury 

Cllr. M. Try
           Also present:
Cllr. Mordue

(from minute 73/20)


Mrs. C. Cumming

Co-opted member

Mrs. N. Stockill

Committee Clerk

Mrs. K. McElligott 

Planning Clerk 



   Mr P. Hodson 

Town Clerk



   Mrs L. Stubbs

Communications Clerk



   Cllr. T. Mills 

Buckinghamshire Councillor 



   Cllr. C. Clare 

Buckinghamshire Councillor 

No members of the public attended and so there was no public session

66/20
Apologies for Absence

      Members were asked to receive apologies from Members. 

67/20
Declarations of Interest

Cllr. Stuchbury declared an interest as a member of the Buckinghamshire Fire Authority and Member of Buckinghamshire Council North Bucks Area Planning Committee. 

68/20
Minutes

Due to short time gap and the Bank Holiday the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 18th May 2020 will be presented to the 22nd June 2020 meeting.
69/20
Buckinghamshire Council matters
69.1/20 To receive and discuss the Parish and Town Council’s involvement in Planning Applications document and agree any comments.

Circulated separately 26/5/20
Cllr. Cole said the document singled out Aylesbury Vale as an area with an existing process to request to speak at committee, yet the right was swept away with only a 7-day consultation period. Councillors noted their concerns had been raised with Cllr. Whyte at Buckinghamshire Council. Cllr. Stuchbury said it was important to keep pressure on the Cabinet Member to seek an amendment to the constitution. Members were in agreement that Buckingham Town Council should always have the right to comment on why a planning application does not conform to the Buckingham Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

Proposed by Cllr. Harvey, seconded by Cllr. Stuchbury and unanimously AGREED to forward a copy of the letter sent to Cllr. Whyte on to Greg Smith MP. 
                                                                                              ACTION TOWN CLERK
Cllr. Stuchbury reported that he had been approached to consider calling in three applications in the West Division - Osier Way, Hamilton Precision and Station House – that the Town Council had ticked Oppose and Attend for. He would call-in the first two. Cllr. T. Mills agreed to forward Members his matching list for the East Division which comprised the Garage Site at Overn Crescent, 12-13 Market Hill (M&Co), The Workshop Tingewick Road, 7 Krohn Close, land west of Castlemilk (Moreton Road Phase III), 23-23b Moreton Road. 

Cllr. Try pointed out that if Town Councils were only supposed to be submitting material planning considerations then how would the Unitary Council know if an application contravened aspects of the Local Plan. Members were in agreement that Buckinghamshire Cllrs had been given a long list of applications to respond to with only 7 days’ notice to which they were supposed to provide adequate representation of the views of the Town Council at short notice.  Cllr. Stuchbury confirmed that he would work with the Planning Clerk in order to ensure the reasons given for call-in took account of the view of the Planning Committee.
70/20
Buckingham Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr. Cole quoted the following section of text from the Buckinghamshire Council’s Constitution: 

“2.18. For clarification the powers delegated in section 2.10 above to the Corporate Director or Directors with responsibility for planning includes delegated powers and duties to deal with all matters relating to development management including but not limited to: a. Determine all applications, grant permission, refuse permission, to publicise applications, to comment or make representations on applications, notifications and consultations, to raise objections, to require documentation and information, to take appropriate action on enforcement, to negotiate, authorise sealing, complete, vary, discharge or amend planning obligations and agreements, process and determine all decisions relating to neighbourhood planning and other planning functions;”   
Cllr. Cole expressed concern that the refresh of the Buckingham Neighbourhood Plan (BNDP) was now redundant as it had been given to the Corporate Director to plan. Cllr. Ralph asked if the Corporate Director would have a team in place to create local plans, otherwise the Town Council could do all the work on refreshing the BNDP only for it to be heavily amended by the Corporate Director’s office. Cllr. Stuchbury suggested submitting a written question with assistance from Cllr. Cole and the Planning Clerk. AGREED 

                          ACTION CLLR COLE, PLANNING CLERK & CLLR STUCHBURY
71/20
Vale of Aylesbury Plan
71.1/20 Salden Chase - Members received a report of the meeting of Newton Longville Parish Council held on Friday 22nd May 2020 from Cllr. Cole.
At Cllr. O’Donoghue’s request Cllr. Cole assumed the chair of the meeting (19.49) 

Cllr. Cole said the VALP was in total disarray, AVDC had sat on the application for over 275 weeks and had still not determined it when it became Buckinghamshire Council on April 1st, despite the 16-week government target for large Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) applications.

Cllr. Cole pointed out that the appeal documentation also contained completely revised growth rates and vehicle trips from the original application, and there were many other inconsistencies, including a traffic reduction of 35% since the original 2015 submission.

Cllr. Cole said that appeal would not be held quickly – there would have to be a 16-week consultation period, followed by the public enquiry process, but there was a big backlog because of the Covid-19 pandemic. Cllr. Cole said that Buckingham Town Council was being asked to support Newton Longville Parish Council’s appeal. 
Cllr. O’Donoghue resumed the chair of the meeting at 19.52

Cllr. Stuchbury advised that it would be prudent for Newton Longville to ask their Buckinghamshire Councillor to submit a formal written question on their behalf. 
Mrs Cumming said there would be another appeal on the north east Aylesbury Vale site and clarified they were two completely separate matters subject to appeal.
72/20
Action Reports

72.1/20 Members discussed the action report and the following issues were discussed.

40/20 (Swan Practice) The Town Clerk confirmed that the action has been referred to the Environment Committee to set up a meeting with the Swan Practice. The Town Clerk reported the Unitary Council were drafting their process for registering Community Assets and he would report back to a future meeting of the Planning Committee.  

731.2/19 (West End Farm Care Home) Cllr. Harvey asked why the archaeology report had not been released. Cllr. Stuchbury said he had received assurances from the Archaeology Officer that it would be circulated as soon as it was available.  
Mrs Cumming raised concern over the unsightly tarmac repair to the paving outside the archway to Fleece. Anglian Water to reinstate the paving. Penalty payments are being charged.
Cllr. Clare joined the meeting at 20.05

72.2/20 (49/20) Members received and noted the letter agreed last meeting. 
72.3/20 (695.1/19) Members received a map of the N. Bucks Planning Areas. Cllr. Harvey said he was astounded that the North sector contained Watermead and Wingrave, areas that were clearly more relevant to the expansion of Aylesbury Town. Cllr. Clare said the old AVDC boundaries had been applied but this was more of a cultural lag in the transition to Unitary Council.
73/20
Planning Applications

For Member’s information the next scheduled Buckinghamshire Council – North Buckinghamshire Planning Area Committee meetings are on Wednesday 10th June and 8th July at 6.30pm. Strategic Sites Committee meetings are the following day at 2pm.

Cllr. Mordue joined the meeting at 20.13

20/01485/ATN






NO OBJECTIONS

Telecommunications Antenna, Gawcott Road
Erection of streetworks style base station

20/01486/APP






NO OBJECTIONS

19 Hilltop Avenue
Single storey front extension

Cllr. Stuchbury declared an interest in the next application as a near neighbour. 

20/01497/APP






NO OBJECTIONS

30 Hare Close
Demolition of existing porch. Erection of new porch.

20/01505/APP
                     NO OBJECTIONS but see comments below

Maple Cottage, 1A Highlands Road
Demolition of existing conservatory, erection of single storey rear extension and front entrance porch

Members noted that Condition 9 of the approved application 97/02638/APP precluded any enlargement of the dwelling and asked if the condition remained valid. They would like to see a condition to protect the TPO’d trees in the hedge (and the hedge itself) from damage during building works, and another so that the new porch was in matching materials to the existing dwelling as materials had not been specified on the drawings.

Cllr. Stuchbury abstained from commenting on the next application as a Member of the Education and Children’s Select Committee 

20/01532/APP



NO OBJECTIONS but see comments

The Royal Latin School, Chandos Road
Erection of two storey sports building (resubmission of 17/02939/APP)

Members’ response was agreed before the application had been advertised in the neighbourhood. If, after the statutory notices have been posted, neighbours make comment and possibly raise valid planning reasons not obvious to Members viewing from the public domain, they reserve the right to amend their response.
It was considered disingenuous to state (¶2.3, Design and Access Statement) that there will not be increased traffic movements; the additional movements may be in the evening or at weekends, but it should be acknowledged that Brookfield Lane is residential along its length from the London Road to the school boundary. Furthermore the Traffic Management Plan does not give an accurate picture of the amount of parking on Brookfield Lane in normal times, and Members assume that the permitted vehicle movement times have been agreed with the schools to avoid pupils attending Breakfast Club and after-school activities for all three schools using the lane (there is an access to George Grenville Academy from the lane, and it is also used by The Buckingham School). There is also pedestrian traffic between the school main buildings and the VIth Form Centre in Rotherfield to consider.

Not for consultation

20/01561/ACL






NO COMMENT

75 Overn Crescent
Applications for a Lawful Development Certificate for the proposed single storey rear extension and loft conversion

74/20
Planning Decisions

Members received and noted details of planning decisions made by Buckinghamshire Council











BTC 

Officer

Approved








response
recommn.
19/04177/ADP University site, Tingewick Rd.



No objections





Reserved Matters, Teaching Accommodation


75/20
Buckinghamshire Council Committee meetings 

75.1/20 N.Bucks Area Planning Committee 
none held as yet
75.2/20 Strategic Sites Committee  



Cllr. Stuchbury suggested adding an item to the next meeting of the Planning Committee to explore the remit of the Strategic Sites Committee. 

                                                                            ACTION PLANNING CLERK 
76/20
Enforcement

76.1/20 Cllr. Stuchbury informed members that Environment Health had responded swiftly to an enforcement issue over an incident of fly tipping at Candleford Court.  
   
76.2/20 (44/20) 10 Hilltop Avenue - The Enforcement Officer reported that a new application for the fence and shed was to be submitted.
77/20
Matters to report
77.1/20
Cllr. Harvey informed the Planning Clerk that the missing Nightingale Rise sign was located on the wall of Red Chilli at the corner of Cornwalls Meadow
77.2/20
Mrs Cumming said that Maids Moreton Parish Council would be commenting on the Section 106 agreement for Walnut Drive and encouraged Members to participate. 
77.3/20
Cllr. Cole said the ARDS building services sign, located on the bypass, had been removed by Highways. 

78/20
Chairman’s items for information

79/20
Date of the next meeting: 
Monday 22nd June 2020 following the Interim Council meeting 
Meeting closed at 20.39pm.

Chair……………………………….
Date……………………………
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PUBLIC SECTOR EQUALITY DUTY 2010/CRIME AND DISORDER ACT, 1988:  the decisions made during the course of the meeting were duly considered and it was decided that there were no resulting direct or indirect implications in respect of crime and disorder, or equalities considerations, other than those stated in the minutes.
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