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Minutes of an Interim Council Meeting of Buckingham Town Council held at 7pm. 
on Monday 20th February 2017 in the Council Chamber, Cornwalls Meadow, Buckingham.

Present:        

Cllr. Ms. J. Bates

Cllr. T. Bloomfield 

Cllr. M. Cole

Cllr. Mrs. G. Collins 

Cllr. P. Collins

Cllr. Mrs. M. Gateley

Cllr. P. Hirons

Cllr. D. Isham




Cllr. A. Mahi


Mayor

           
Cllr. Ms. R. Newell





Cllr. L. O’Donoghue



Cllr. M. Smith 



Cllr. Mrs. C. Strain-Clark



             

Cllr. R. Stuchbury 

Invited Guests:
Mr. Neil Sibley (Managing Director, Wipac



Mr. Philip Dobbie (Wipac)


Mr. Mark Smith (Clews Architects) 

For the Town Clerk
Mrs. K. McElligott
Planning Clerk 
Also Present:


Mrs. N. Stockill
Committee Clerk
   
780/16
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs. Harvey and Mordue.
781/16
Declarations of Interest

There were none. 
Proposed by Cllr. Smith, seconded by Cllr. Bloomfield and AGREED to take agenda item 4 next for the benefit of visitors present, and to suspend Standing Orders to allow the guests to speak..

782/16
WIPAC presentation; extension to existing facilities

To receive a presentation on plans for an extension to the Wipac factory site Mr. Sibley presented Members with background to Wipac and their reasons for expansion, highlighting:

· Wipac’s workforce had increased by 300 employees in recent years across development, design, technology, manufacturing and engineering. They were the only firm in the world producing high-end vehicle lights.
· Three warehouse units for storage were now leased in Aylesbury and one on Buckingham Industrial Estate with one more to be acquired in 2017, as laboratories.
Mr. Smith explained the reasons for the Southern extension to the existing building and drew attention to the building’s contemporary design. Mr. Sibley anticipated a completion date in 2019.
Cllr. Cole commended Wipac for their innovation, growth and investment in Buckingham. Cllr. Hirons questioned the site’s accessibility for emergency vehicles. Mr. Smith confirmed that the design complied with all current fire regulations and fire engines could access the southern side of the extension.  

Mr. Sibley said that Wipac had always tried to recruit locally though that was not always possible in all job sectors 

Cllr. Stuchbury asked if the local schools would be informed of Wipac’s expansion and opportunities it may offer to the local jobs market. Mr Sibley said that Wipac had previously been involved in projects with the Royal Latin School and their HR and Training Officers were tasked with engaging with local schools at all levels.  

The guests left the meeting at 7.25pm  and Standing Orders were  reinstated. 
783/16
AVDC Proposal for Modernising Local Government 


       

Members to agree representation at forthcoming meeting.

Members discussed and AGREED to allow the Mayor and Town Clerk decide on appropriate representation.                         ACTION TOWN CLERK/MAYOR
784/16
Government White Paper: Fixing our Broken Housing Market

The link for the 106 page paper is: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/590464/Fixing_our_broken_housing_market_-_print_ready_version.pdf
Cllr. Hirons remarked that the report did not contain substantive recommendations, and felt more of a consultation aimed at Primary planning authorities. Cllr. Cole said that 40% of Local Authorities did not have a 5 year housing supply and the report was written in favour of those Authorities that had written a Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

Proposed by Cllr. Smith, seconded by Cllr. Smith Hirons and AGREED unanimously to accept the draft responses. 
785/16
To review and approve the Standing Orders




       

Members to review and approve the following amendment to Rule 3.2 of Buckingham Town Council’s Standing Orders: “The Proper Officer shall, at least three clear days before a meeting of the council, a committee or a sub-committee, serve on councillors, by delivery or post at their residences or by email, a signed summons confirming the time, place and the agenda provided that any such email contains the electronic signature and title of the Proper Officer.” Cllr. Smith explained that the first four electronic agendas had not been signed, hence his suggested amendment.
Proposed by Cllr. P. Collins, seconded by Cllr. Hirons, and AGREED after discussion to amend the proposal as follows “The Proper Officer shall, at least three clear working days before a meeting of the council, a committee or a sub-committee, serve on councillors, by delivery or post at their residences or by email, as the Councillor wishes, a signed summons confirming the time, place and the agenda provided that any such email contains the electronic signature and title of the Proper Officer.”

Cllr. Gateley suggested an option for Councillors to request a hard copy agenda on arrival at Committee. 
786/16
Chairman’s Announcements



None
787/16
Date of next Meetings:
Full Council 


  Monday 13th March 2017

Interim Council

  Monday 10th April 2017

Meeting closed at 7.44 pm

Signed ……………………………………………   Date …………………………………. 
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