  TCE/06/16
Minutes of a meeting of the Town Centre and Events Committee of Buckingham Town Council held on Monday 6th February 2017 in the Council Chamber, Cornwalls Meadow, Buckingham at 7.00pm 
Present:  


Cllr. Ms. J. Bates

Cllr. T. Bloomfield 

Vice Chair




Cllr. Mrs. M. Gateley





Cllr. D. Isham

               



Cllr. A. Mahi


Town Mayor




Cllr. H. Mordue





Cllr. L. O’Donoghue 




Cllr. M. Smith 

Chair




Cllr. Mrs. Strain-Clark 





Cllr. R. Stuchbury 

Also attending 

Mrs. A. Brubaker
Events Co-ordinator





Ms. C. Childs

Deputy Town Clerk






Mrs. N. Stockill
Committee Clerk






Cllr. Harvey

Parish Councillor 

752/16
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. G. Collins.
753/16
Declarations of Interest


There were none.
754/16
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 5th December 2016 to be ratified at Full Council on the 13th March 2017.
Cllr. Smith reminded Members that the minutes had been referred back to Committee from the meeting of Full Council on the 23rd January 2017 with the following proposal: Proposed by Cllr. Harvey, seconded by Cllr. O’Donoghue and AGREED to refer the minutes (TCE/05/16) back to the Committee Chairman and Clerk for amendment to minute 620/16 so that it may reflect the Council’s hope that future Teenage markets will be arranged. 



Members discussed the timeline of events and decision that lead to the creation of a Teenage Market in Buckingham. Cllr. Smith noted that the current licence would expire in February 2018. Cllr. Harvey proposed the following amendment to minute 620/16: “Cllr. Smith observed that only one Teenage Market had taken place so far since the licence was purchased and he did not feel the cost (£1000) of the licence had been adequately used to date. Members asked Cllr. O’Donoghue to feedback their concern for mounting a new market to the Youth Council.” Members AGREED the amendment.
755/16

Action List
          To receive action reports and updates.

Disabled access to public events – Members discussed the lack of suitable disabled toilet facilities in the Villers Hotel and expressed their disappointment and surprise that a hotel of Villers’ status should not be fully compliant with DDA regulations. 
Following a query from Cllr. Strain-Clark the Deputy Town Clerk confirmed that disposal bins were now in place in the disabled toilets at Lace Hill Sports and Community Centre.  

Pancake Race – Cllr. Strain-Clark remarked that last year she experienced difficulty navigating the uneven surfaces of Church Hill in a wheelchair. The Events Coordinator agreed to reserve several disabled parking spaces in the churchyard.      








          ACTION EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR
Best Kept Village Competition 2016 – Cllr. Bates asked for a follow up to the action (337/16) to pursue feedback from the Judges on how we can improve our score for 2017. 





          ACTION EVENTS CO-ORINDATOR 
756/16
Markets

To receive a written report from the Deputy Town Clerk.



     
The Deputy Town Clerk explained that an established market trader was regularly parking his van on the market during trading hours.  The Market Manager had asked him to remove his vehicle, as per the Street Market Rule and Regulations, rule 43. Cllr. Smith reminded Members that a health condition is a valid exception to Street Market Rule 43. Members discussed and AGREED the recommendation as follows: The van is small and does not impact greatly upon operation on the market.  Whilst there is space on the market it is recommended that the van be allowed, so long as its entrance and exit to the market does not cause safety issues to other traders; and whilst the number of traders and space allows.  This permission will be reviewed should any circumstances change.” 
Members discussed and confirmed they were happy for another regular market trader to have a flower stall on the Bull Ring on the day before Valentine’s Day.  
757/16
Budget

To receive the latest budget figures.






   
505 – Cllr. Smith recalled that within Precept of 2015/16 Members had agreed to delete the budget line ‘Aylesbury Vale shortfall’. The Deputy Town Clerk was asked to investigate and report back to Resources Committee. 

   ACTION DEPUTY TOWN CLERK 
758/16
Planters and Hanging Baskets

To discuss and agree a colour scheme for summer 2017.
Members AGREED a colour scheme of reds, oranges and yellows.

ACTION EVENTS CO-ORDINTOR




759/16
Contract for Planters 
To discuss the contract renewal for Planters (2018 onwards)
The Event Coordinator explained that the current contract with Plantscape will expire in 2017. Members AGREED to undertake a tender exercise on the 3 year contract for Town Planters and Hanging Baskets. 

          ACTION EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR
760/16
Charter Fair – Nichols Amusements 
To discuss and agree how to mark the 100th anniversary of Nichols Amusements bringing the Fair to Buckingham.
Cllr. Stuchbury suggested asking the Nichols family for any historical documentation and photographs that could be placed on the Town council’s website, Showman’s Guild website and local press. Members AGREED that the Mayor/Mayoress could present the family with something (of the Committees choosing) to mark the event. The Events Coordinator suggested contacting the Old Goal to arrange an exhibition over the two weeks of the charter fair, perhaps involving the local schools and youth groups. Cllr. Gateley suggested adding an article into Buckingham Town Matters and contacting Chapman Photography to see if they have any archive photographs of the Charter Fair that might be used. Cllr. Stuchbury added that a reproduction of the signed charter could make a suitable gift for the Nichols family. 

Members discussed and AGREED that the Events Co-ordinator and Chairman to come back to committee with recommendations of a gift and the budget from which it would be paid.  



          ACTION EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR
761/16
Play around the Parishes 
To agree the summer dates for 2017






  
Members AGREED that the Events Co-ordinator select appropriate morning and afternoon sessions, with an emphasis on afternoon slots.  Members requested that any advertising material display the Town Council logo and that the Town Council’s banner is put up at each session. 
                       ACTION EVENT CO-ORDINATOR
762/16
Spring Fair 
To confirm a date in April 2017.
Members AGREED that the 2017 Spring Fair would take place on Sunday 30th April 2017. Cllr. Gateley AGREED to be the deputy for the event. 






          ACTION EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR 
763/16
Events Reviews
763.1
Community Fair - to receive a verbal update from the Events Co-ordinator.    
Cllr. Bloomfield recalled the attendance to be comparable with other years and recommended that it take place again in 2017. Members AGREED to seek some form of entertainment e.g. children’s puppet show for the next Community Fair.      

          ACTION EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR                                                                                              

763.2
Christmas Parade - to receive a verbal update from the Events Co-ordinator.      
The Events Co-ordinator reported there had been no significant problems but the ‘wash up’ meeting had yet to take place with the Parade Committee.                                                
763.3
Comedy Night - to receive a verbal update from the Events Co-ordinator.
The Event Co-ordinator said that 108 people had attended the February Comedy Night. The MC and Support Act had cancelled at the last minute but the Agent had provided replacements. Cllr. Stuchbury said that the events should be regularly advertised on social media using approved material from the Comedian’s Agent. Members discussed the possibility of attracting well known acts to Buckingham and AGREED that this might entail a higher ticket price.  Members also AGREED to publish an advertorial on the past names that have come to Buckingham Comedy nights, and to include an article in a future Buckingham What Matters, on social media and the Buckingham & Winslow Advertiser.                               ACTION EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR
764/16
Forthcoming Events
Pancake Race 


14th February 2017 at 11am 
Food Fair 



25th February 2017, 10-3pm [all pitches sold and   waiting list in operation]
Great British Spring Clean 

3-5th March 2017 
Commonwealth Day 
13th March 2017 at 11am Mayor to raise the Commonwealth flag and  Events Co-ordinator to investigate having a Piper present. 

          ACTION EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR 
Allotments Competition – Cllr. Bloomfield informed Members that the Bourton Road Allotment Society already hosted a biannual competition. Cllr Stuchbury AGREED to contact the Chair of the Allotment Society and suggest they ask the Mayor to judge any future competitions. Cllr. Bloomfield suggested a Hanging Basket Competition and recommended that each Member nominate two properties from the front of properties within the areas identified on the “audit map” and the Committee could contact the owners asking if they wish to participate. 
765/16
Festival of Health
To receive a written report from Cllrs. Harvey and Bates.



  

Cllr. Harvey spoke to Members about his aspirations for a Festival of Health in Buckingham and said there was a chance that funding from NHS England towards the project would be available. Cllrs. Bates and Harvey AGREED to lead on the planning of the event but were unclear as to how much commitment they required from Town Council staff. The Events Co-ordinator expressed concern that, if she were required to assist at any great level, the festival falls within a period already full with events. Cllr. Harvey confirmed that the Event Co-ordinator would not be required to provide a heavy input as this could be covered by an external project coordinator. Cllr. Harvey said that it was anticipated that the BTC office staff should only be involved in arranging payments/invoicing and not liaising with schools, partners and exhibitors. 
Cllr. Stuchbury proposed that the Town Council underpinned the Festival of Health with a small budget from within the current financial year. 
Proposed by Cllr. Stuchbury, seconded by Cllr. Harvey and AGREED in principle to support the event with an underpinned budget of up to £1,000 that could be made available, if necessary unless other funding sources become available. 

        ACTION CLLRS. HARVEY & BATES
766/16
Funeral Fair 
To receive a verbal update from Cllr. Harvey. 
Cllr. Harvey suggested renaming the events to ‘The Good Endings Fair’. Members discussed and AGREED in principle for Cllrs. Harvey and Bates to investigate a date in early March 2018 by which time it was anticipated there would be a clearer picture of the involvement required by Town Council officers. 
        ACTION CLLRS. HARVEY & BATES
767/16
Circus 
To discuss requests to bring a Circus to Buckingham. 

  

  

Members noted the correspondence and discussed a proposal to host a circus on a park/greenspace within Buckingham. Members AGREED to reject the request on the grounds that there was not a suitable, Council owned, space within Buckingham nor was there adequate parking available. 
768/16
Power of Traffic Marshalls 
To receive a written update from the Events Co-ordinator. 



Members AGREED that a slight redraft of the report needed to be included in all future Event Management Plans.                      ACTION EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR
769/16
Relocation of Desperate Dan 
To receive a verbal update from the Events Co-ordinator. 
The Events Co-ordinator explained that she had been in consultation with District Council’s Licencing and Planning Officers and confirmed that Desperate Dan would be relocated to the side of 13 High Street during Charter Fair weekends. During the weekends of Music in the Market and Bandjam Desperate Dan would still be allowed to trade outside of M&Co. Cllr. Smith explained that reminders about this arrangement would be advised ahead of the events taking place. 
770/16
Youth Projects
To receive a verbal update from Cllr O’Donoghue.
Cllr. O’Donoghue reminded Members of the Youth Centre open day on Sunday 12th February 2017, and Cllr Smith encouraged all Members to attend.

771/16
Access

Cllr. Strain-Clark circulated recently printed leaflets from the Buckingham Access for All Group. Cllr. Stuchbury remarked that wheelchair users may not choose to shop in Buckingham because the paths are uneven and difficult to navigate. Cllr. Stuchbury recommended lobbying Cllr. Whyte for pavement repairs. Members AGREED that the Town Clerk be asked to write to Cllr. Whyte noting the state of pavement outside of Clays Butchers, the sets by the market and the section of pavement from Binns restaurant (formerly The Whale) to the Post Office.        

 







        ACTION TOWN CLERK
772/16
Visitor Information Centre

To receive the latest visitor and accommodation statistics.
Noted

773/16
Shop Buckingham
To receive a report from the Traders Association.
No report had been received, but Cllr Smith said that there was the possibility an event being arranged to coincide with the 2017 Xmas lights switch on.
774/16
Twinning 
Cllr. Mordue noted that the coffee and croissant event took place on Sunday 5th February 2017. Cllr. Strain-Clark said the attendees were mainly existing members or their friends. 
775/16
Correspondence
To note a letter from Cllr. Newell regarding Wine Circle and Community Fair. 

Members noted the correspondence and AGREED to revisit nearer to Christmas 2017 and consider whether to continue offering mulled wine, given the drop in its popularity.

776/16
Minutes of Buckingham Action Group meeting 24th January 2017

Noted.
777/16
News Releases
News release as already agreed (763.3).
778/16
Chairman’s Items
River Rinse – Cllr. Newell had requested assistance for the 2nd River Rinse. Members AGREED that there should be sufficient Members and officers present and a deputy was not required.
779/16
Date of the next meeting:
Monday 27th March 2017
Meeting closed at 8.50pm
Signed ……………………………………………..   Date ………….……
Chairman
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