PL/12/16
Minutes of the PLANNING COMMITTEE meeting held on Monday 30th January 2017 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, Town Council Offices, Cornwalls Meadow, Buckingham
Present: 
Cllr. Mrs. J. Bates


Cllr. M. Cole

(Vice Chairman)

Cllr. J. Harvey


Cllr. D. Isham


Cllr. A. Mahi 

Cllr. Mrs. L. O’Donoghue


Cllr. M. Smith 

Cllr. Mrs. C. Strain-Clark
 

Cllr. R. Stuchbury 

Cllr. M. Try
           Also present:
Cllr. T. Mills


District Councillor, Buckingham North

Mr. P. Flello

(Buckingham Society) 


Mrs. N. Stockill

(Committee Clerk)

For the Town Clerk:
Mrs. K. McElligott 

Cllr. Cole took the Chair for the meeting in the absence of the Chairman

736/16

Apologies for Absence

      Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Hirons and Mrs. Cumming. 
737/16
Declarations of Interest

Cllr. Mahi declared a personal interest in application 17/00175/APP
 as a near neighbour on Burleigh Piece. 
738/16
Minutes

The minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Monday 16th January 2017 to be ratified at the Full Council meeting to be held on 13th March 2017 were received and accepted. There were no matters arising.
739/16
Buckingham Neighbourhood Plan/Vale of Aylesbury Plan
To receive any update from the Town Clerk.

There was no recent update from the Town Clerk. Members noted that the draft VALP would be considered by Scrutiny Committee in March 2017. 
Cllr. Try entered the Chamber during the next item at 19.02

740/16
Action Reports



709.1/16 (School Travel Plans) – Cllr Stuchbury drew Members’ attention to the Transport, Environment and Economy Select Committee’s Inquiry exploring alternatives to car use and examples of best practice in encouraging sustainable travel for school journeys. Cllr. Stuchbury explained the Committee will be considering opportunities, challenges, barriers and limitations to affecting behaviour change across the county’s school population to reduce car use and encourage more people to adopt healthier travel choices. Cllr. Stuchbury said that in order to avoid disadvantaging families, County’s transport plans need to be aligned with school catchment areas and County’s choice of a selective education system – for example a child living in Winslow could pass the 11+ exam and be eligible to attend the Royal Latin School but not be eligible to receive free school transport because the Sir Thomas Fremantle was the nearest school. This may preclude them from being able to attend the school.

Cllr. Harvey explained he had already responded to the survey highlighting the following issues:

· Many families have both parents in employment and getting children to school without using a car is time-consuming especially, if you’re expected to start work at 9am. County could work with schools to ensure there are sufficient breakfast clubs and post-school activities in place for parents.

· Bourton Meadow and The Royal Latin School both have insufficient car parking for parents/pupils and staff. Both schools have been allowed to grow exponentially without any planning for increased parking provision.
· County Council could encourage the development of a park and ride scheme to schools within the town.
Cllr Stuchbury remarked that it is compulsory for 16-18 year olds to either be in full-time education or within an apprenticeship scheme but are not eligible for free school transport. Cllr. Stuchbury said he believed Councils should increase the offer of free home to school transport for children so the eligible age bracket is between 5 and 18 years old.  
Members AGREED for the Planning Clerk to respond per Members’ comments and expressing an interest in the outcomes of the consultation.
Cllr. T. Mills entered the Chamber at 19.18
741/16
Planning Applications

For Member’s information the next scheduled Development Management Committee meetings are 2nd February and 23rd February 2017, with SDMC meetings on 3rd February and 24th February 2017.   
17/00061/APP






      NO OBJECTIONS

6 Greenway Walk
Single storey rear extension

17/00057/APP







          OPPOSE 

Land off London Road [Lace Hill employment site]
3 storey Premier Inn, single storey Beefeater Pub/Restaurant and single storey drive thru Costa with parking, landscaping and access

In general Members favoured the proposal but noted that, once again, there was a flight of steps to the London Road which disadvantaged the disabled and encumbered (a ramp was preferred); that there was no access to the site from the re-aligned bridleway and asked whether one could be incorporated and regretted that no provision had been considered*; that there was no access to the site from the re-aligned bridleway and regretted that no provision had been incorporated; that there was no suitable crossing of the A413 at the end of the realigned bridleway - it was suggested that the new bridleway be continued down the eastern side of the A413 to connect with the newly installed crossing – and that on the western side of the London Road there was no hard footpath to the Tesco site, though some residents of Lace Hill would surely use this crossing for safety; that there was a discrepancy between drawings including the bridleway as to the amount of screening vegetation to be provided (Members would like reassurance that screen planting will be provided along the southern side); that the route from hotel to restaurant was lengthy and indirect and open to the weather; that there was a considerable amount of lighting, especially around the Costa, which was likely to affect the adjacent residents’ amenity as well as pollute the broader view, given the hilltop situation and a neon COSTA sign facing the residential area – facing the London Road was preferred - and no indication whether the lighting would be switched off when the premises were shut; that the large vehicle tracking showed that the delivery and refuse collection manoeuvring areas were very tight. 
*[Clerk’s note: property boundaries are contiguous up to Nos.63 & 65; the yard between these is private parking and has a 2m fence at the rear]
The Committee originally considered a No Objections response  noting their concerns, but revisited the application later in the meeting and a majority voted for the response:

Members Opposed the application as presented, but would be minded to revert to No Objections if their concerns were addressed to their satisfaction.

17/00111/APP






     NO OBJECTIONS

Land off London Road [Lace Hill employment site]
The excavation of a drainage detention basin and associated network of sewers and swales

Members asked for additional planting along the bypass side as acoustic screening which would also augment the abstraction capacity of the pond; adequate (childproof) fencing of the water area. They also asked for information from the applicant and/or the management company of the housing area on whether a fee had been agreed for the use of the existing detention basin, as it seemed inequitable that the residents should have to pay for the drainage facility required by the commercial development.

17/00175/APP






  OPPOSE & ATTEND

114 Burleigh Piece

Demolition of garage and construction of one attached dwelling

Members felt that this slightly amended version of the refused application 16/02802/APP was still overdevelopment, detrimental to the open street scene, and provided inadequate parking. 

Cllr. Harvey declared a personal interest in this pair of applications.

The following applications were considered together:

17/00178/AAD & 17/00180/ALB


 

    NO OBJECTIONS
4 – 5 Bridge Street

Retrospective application for 1 x non-illuminated fascia sign

Not for consultation:

17/00070/ATC


14 Moreton Road
T1 – Hazel – Coppice to approx. fence height. To prevent the stems splitting out and to allow more light into garden

Members realise that Hazels are often coppiced, but the amount of work proposed seemed too drastic; they would prefer less work or annual partial works

The following Minor Amendments had been received, for information only:

16/01413/APP

Land off Chandos Road
Construction of two and a half storey block containing nine flats and one two storey detached house, including new vehicular access off Wagland Gardens and associated parking, cycle & bin store and landscaping

Minor amendments: positioning of swift box under eaves of NE elevation of house; positioning of bat box on SW gable and swift box under NE eaves of block of flats; additional trees to be planted in the verge on the outside of the access road bend opposite the house (1 x Picea breweriana, 1 x Abies Koreana)

Members saw no reason to amend their original response of Oppose & Attend.

16/04185/APP


1 Woodlands Crescent
Two storey side and single storey front and rear extensions

Minor amendment: depth of rear extension extended from 3.0m to 4.0m.

Members saw no reason to amend their original response of No Objections.
742/16
Planning Decisions

To receive for information details of planning decisions made by AVDC as per ‘Bulletin’ and other decisions.











BTC 

Officer

Approved








response
recommn.
16/03870/APP Tesco,London Road
Install shoe & watch repair etc. pod
Oppose

-

16/03871/AAD Tesco,London Road
Signs & graphics for pod

Oppose

-

16/04339/APP 49 Bobbins Way
Single storey side extension

No Objections

-

16/04382/APP 1 Otters Brook
Demol.conservatory,erect rear ext’n
No Objections

-

16/04467/APP 5 Mallard Drive
S/st.rear extn/conv garage to utility
No Objections

-

Not Consulted on:

Approved

16/04381/ATP 1 Waglands Garden
Crown lift 2 yews (T29 & T30)
(Oppose)

-

17/00003/ATP Maids Moreton Ave.
Works to trees



(No objections
)
-

743/16
Development Management Committee 
743.1/16 
Strategic Development Management (Friday 3rd February 2017) 

No Buckingham applications
743.2/16 
Development Management (Thursday 2nd February 2017) 
No Buckingham applications
744/16
Enforcement

744.1/16 
To receive the relevant parts of the December update (per Cllr. 
Mills)

No comments were made
744.2/16 
To report any new breaches

Members discussed the recent pruning and planting of shrubs along the strip of land between Swan Pool and London Road. The Planning Clerk agreed to check with AVDC’s green spaces officer. 
ACTION PLANNING CLERK
745/16
Lace Hill Employment/Health site

To receive any other updates.
Members held a discussion on the possible services that could be provided at the Lace Hill Health Centre. The Planning Clerk reminded Members that a formal planning application had not yet been received. 
746/16
Transport

To report any damaged superfluous and redundant signage in the town.

Cllr. Strain-Clark noted a small, blue hospital sign on the side of the A422 from Milton Keynes. Planning Clerk to investigate. 

ACTION PLANNING CLERK

Cllr. O’Donoghue queried the absence of any give way signs along Castle Street and the quality of the stop line outside the Villiers. Members AGREED for the Planning Clerk to investigate what signs were currently present and, in the absence of any, contact BCC requesting a new give way sign and reinstatement of the road line markings. Box hatching was suggested as a means of drawing attention to the difficult exit.






ACTION PLANNING CLERK
[Clerk’s note: there is an almost illegible ‘No Right Turn’ sign for lorries, but no ‘Give Way’ sign
747/16
Access

To report any access-related issues.

Cllr. Harvey asked if parking enforcement officers could do a monthly night-time patrol of the carparks in Buckingham, specifically, the blue badge parking spaces in Waitrose carpark and illegal parking outside of Roosters. 

Cllr. Mills left the Chamber at 20.22
748/16
Correspondence

None
749/16
News releases

Members AGREED the following news release:

Planning application 17/00057/APP – Members’ views on the application and their desire for it to be DDA compliant.
750/16
Chairman’s items for information

None
751/16
Date of the next meeting: 
Monday 20th February 2017 following the Interim Council meeting. 

Cllr. Harvey gave his apologies in advance. 
.

Meeting closed at 20.29pm.
Chairman……………………………….
Date……………………………
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